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Abstract

Like its wave in the Western world, reproductive technology is fast becoming an
unstoppable phenomenon in African societies. Its wide acceptance could probably be
traced to African obsession for children, given its agrarian economy. In Africa,
barrenness is a social problem that could lead to untold hardship especially for women.
The phenomenon has however assumed a leading catalyst in the supremacy contest
between naturalism and creationism. It has also become a serious threat to African
value for morality, responsibility and accountability. Beyond the charge of Victorian
morality, Christians are driven by the conviction based on biblical revelation
concerning the nature of human origins and value for life. This paper studies the
historical background of reproductive technology, its growth in contemporary age and
its influence on African youths with regards to biblical revelations and hermeneutics
through the exposition of Hebrew and Greek words. The aim is to ascertain whether
reproductive technology can enhance African communalism or diminish it. The paper
concludes that as lofty as the aims of reproductive technology are, with regards to the
problems of human infertility, its derailment into socio—cultural issues, seems to have
rendered God irrelevant given its assumed successes. The scenario is not considered
helpful to African Christian religious and cultural values.

Keywords: Reproductive Technology, Biblical Interpretation, Christian Teaching, African
Family Values, Moral Responsibility.

Introduction

Reproductive technology has brought about thought provoking, conflicting and contentious
issues between Christian and Scientific world-views. The issues at stake comprise mainly of
authority over human procreation, the attendant responsibility and accountability.

Authoritatively, the Bible makes a categorical claim to human reproduction, that, rather than
being based on man’s virility and fertility, it is a gift and blessing from God through his grace
and sovereignty. The books of Genesis, particularly, chapters 1: 28; 17:6; 22:17 and Psalms

127:3-5 describe human reproduction as God’s act of providence through the process of
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creatio- ex nihilo (It means God’s effortless, totally free and unbound creating from nothing
but through his sovereign command, “let there be.”).In support of this view, Sailhamer opines
that as an expression of the immanent nature of God in human affairs, the human origin and
its extension are tied to the blessing found in Genesis 1:28 (Sailhamer, 2011: 6). Cline observes
that the posterity of creation as a thematic priority in Genesis is only fulfilled in God (Cline,
2001: 79). It thus means that the bible is categorical about who the creator is and why man is
created. Contrary to the Stoic’s mechanistic conception of nature, Gary Deason, while quoting
John Calvin argues that,

For we do not, with the stoics, imagine a necessity arising from a perpetual
concatenation, and intricate series of causes, contained in nature, but we make
God the Arbiter and Governor of all things who by his own power, executes
what he has decreed, when we assert that (all things) are governed by his
providence, as to be directed to the end appointed by it. (Lewis, 2014: 45).

Although, John Calvin’s position seems to deny all natural causes including the existence of
matter, the position here is that there is an inner matter, governed however by laws ordained
by God’s act of providence. This law is morally, ethically and spiritually inclined. Even if the
natural order accounts for human desires and inclinations, the law supports its love for the
morally good rather than for extraneous object of desire. Consequently, for any rightful moral
choice, the object of desire requires dutiful responsibilities with respect for the dignity of
everyone else and not mainly for personal advantage. According to Akpan, “The veneration
in which marriage is held in the home is a reliable index of the moral quality of the home”
(Akpan, 2009: 4).

in his own view, Kyalo opines thus,

...there is value especially in the traditional marriage system. Its values are
understood in life. Marriage was geared towards the procreation and
promotion of life...there exist the “kernel”essential properties that held
traditional marriage systems...Kernel are the properties of marriage and what
makes it valid (Kyalo, 2012: 212-219).

As observed in the cause of the research, reproductive technology is a bye product of scientific
ideas of the 17t century age of enlightenments. And as responsibly observes by Richard
Weaver, “ideas have consequences” (Weaver, 2013: 97).The Enlightenments guaranteed
man’s freedom from divine authority and celebrated humanism and individual autonomy
through scientific discoveries. (Vahamian, 2009: 14).By its aims, modes and practices however,
it appears less bothered with attendant responsibilities which could help control human
actions and activities. The principle of accountability towards God and fellow humans also

seems elusive in its concept.

It is based on the above that this research is undertaken. The aim is to review the various

activities of reproductive technicians with a view to ascertaining the original intention of the
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technology itself. This in turn would cause some restraints in the use of human wisdom which
appears to be in conflict with parental responsibility and accountability in the contemporary
world. Although, there are two aspects of reproductive technology namely assisted

reproductive technology and birth control, this paper is dealing mainly with the former.

Historical Background of Reproductive Technology

Generally speaking, reproductive technology takes its root from the ancient Eugenic Theory.
This is the science which deals with influences that improve unborn or hereditary qualities of
a breed or race, most especially of the human race. As propounded by Plato in his republic,

the eugenic utopia was aimed at guaranteeing the ideal state of governance.

The method propounded by Plato and developed by the eugenics to achieve these humanistic
objectives was rooted in the Mesopotamian reproductive conquest as reveals in Genesis,
chapters 30 and 31. Jacob in order to get his full wages engaged in prenatal conditioning of
the flock by means of visual aids. According to Speiser,

Mesopotamian economy always paid very close attention to distinctive breeds

of sheep and goats... More significant is that country’s preoccupation with
biological sports among those species, to judge from the omen texts...” If a
sheep has the appearance of goat, its wool being black, the position of the
country will be secured.” In other words, not only does the omen make note
of this particular colouring, but it regards its occurrence as a favourite sign
(Speiser, 2020: 238); taking a cue from the success recorded by Jacob and the
subsequent ones that followed in the fourteenth century essentially on animal
(Caterini, 2017: 231). Plato developed a blue print for his eugenic utopia by
selecting the best specimen of humanity for the purpose of reproduction. The
mating of such selected people would remain under the state’s control.

For several years after Plato, the eugenic utopia went underground until Hermann Muller
(Hermann Muller was a 1946 Nobel Prize winner who had wished that he uses his prize to
contribute to man’s development) advocated the storage of the sperm of brilliant men in order
that carefully selected women might later have the opportunity of producing “superior
children” (Davies, 2015: 53).Muller’s project was so seriously embraced that a biologist,
George Wald confessed that he regretted and in fact regarded himself as the second-best
enemy of the then united states of American president, Nixon, because he had not contributed
to the noble sperm bank established around 1967 by Robert K. Graham (Davies, 2015: 53). The
success of this project eventually witnessed the birth of the study of reproductive sciences in
the United States Universities and metamorphosed into Assisted Reproductive Technology
(ART).

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART)
These techniques also apply to oocyte donation and gestational carriers. These are resorted to

when intrauterine insemination (IUT) fails. IUT is used for women who have scaring or
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defects of the cervix, men who have low sperm counts, men who have sperm with low
mobility, men who cannot get erections and men who have retrograde ejaculation, a condition
in which sperm are ejaculated into the bladder instead of out of the penis. Other aspects of
ART are pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD) and Pre-implantation Genetic Screening
(PGS). PGD involves an effort to avoid the transfer of affected embryos from couples who
carried serious genetic disorders, such as hemophilia, cystic fibrosis (CF) or Chromosomal
abnormalities, while PGS is carried out for infertile couples undergoing in-vitro fertilization
(IVF) in order to restrict from transfer those embryos clearly seen to be having numerical

chromosomal abnormalities.

ART was originally established to improve upon infertility treatments before been used later
for genetic reasons. Infertility is a failure to conceive after at least one year of unprotected
coitus (European Journal, 2006: 588-645). Its sub-division is sub-fertility arising from a general
decreased fertility and sterility which is a total infertility. Various reasons could be deduced
for the problems of infertility. These range from advanced maternal age to deteriorated quality
of gametes owing to lifestyle habits and environmental factors. At the initial stage, the goal of
ART was to render fertility services such as counseling, diagnostics and probable treatments
mainly for people with fertility problems or genetic conditions so as not to only get a baby but

even to avoid the creation of trans-generational infertility or other serious health problems.

ART later moves beyond the scope of health-related issues to social or cultural related issues
in its acclaimed provisions of children even for fertile couples who either do not wish to go
through the rigors of carrying and nursing pregnancy or who are afraid their children might
inherit a serious genetic disease and even for those who wish to save a sibling’s life. ART
services are equally and readily made available to a man or a woman who does not wish to
be married but love children and even to a man who wishes to have baby independent of any
woman. People who wish to commercialize their sperm and oocytes are seriously encouraged
under the modus operandi of assisted reproductive technology, while baby’s sex is determined
without recourse to the author of life who determines individual and corporate future. It is at
least on record that close to one million babies have been born worldwide as the result of
assisted reproductive technology since the birth of the first baby conceived using in-vitro
fertilization (IVF) techniques in 1978 (European Journal, 2006: 588-645). Although, there are
many modes of operation in ART, five of them are of particular interest in this research. These
are artificial insemination, transgender pregnancy, surrogacy, sex selection and in-vitro
fertilization (IVF).

Artificial Insemination (AI)- This device is aimed at solving problems associated with male
infertility. The device is of two types (Shields, 2004: 229). They are artificial insemination by
husband (AIH) and artificial insemination by donor (AID). Artificial insemination by husband
(AIH) is resorted to when normal sexual intercourse on the part of a husband becomes
impossible or ineffective. The problem could arise through outright impotency, malformed
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penis, low sperm count or obesity (Caterini, 2017: 231). Some genetically related diseases such
as hemophilia, cryptic fibrosis, huntington’s chorea or muscular dystrophy, may also hinder
a man’s normal reproductive system (Caterini, 2017: 231). Vasectomy is usually the medical
process for artificial insemination generally. It is described as a method of removing parts of
the tubes in man’s body that carry sperm through medical operation (Hopkins, 2017: 1). The
obtained semen, if it must be used fresh, will be placed in a syringe, ready to be inserted into
the vagina after being squirted in the direction of a woman'’s uterus during ovulation period.
But a number of semen could be stored in case of failure of the first attempts and even for
more needs in the future without necessarily going through another operation. The recovered
sperm in such cases is treated with glycerol and placed in plastic straws after which it is
immersed in liquid nitrogen at about one hundred and ninety-six (196°) degree centigrade
(Davies, 2015: 53). On the other hand, AID occurs when a husband is certified infertile by any
or all of the mentioned causes. Semen, fresh or frozen, maybe collected from volunteers, freely
but usually at an agreed price for needy couples or women who have made up their minds to
live single parent lives. Another aspect of artificial insemination is that men may keep their
semen in case of future accidental or premature death so that their wives or girlfriends may
not lose out completely; especially those whose loved ones are in hazardous related
occupations. Frozen semen is often stored in special sperm banks for future collection or for
sale to fertility clinics and even to individual needy persons. It must be noted however, that
in most of the artificial insemination processes, masturbation must be undertaken before

vasectomy can take place.

Transgender Pregnancy-closely related to Artificial insemination is the concept of
transgender pregnancy. Although, this could occur in both sexes, it is usually referred to as
male pregnancy. Male pregnancy is said to be alien to mammals but the phenomenon is the
reproductive mode of pipe fishes, sea horses and sea dragons (Beatie, 2008: 24). Robert
Winston, a pioneer expert in in-vitro fertilization opines that,

Male pregnancy would certainly be possible by having an embryo implanted
in a man’s abdomen with the placenta attached to an internal organ such as
the bowel and later delivered by caesarean section. Ectopic implantation of the
embryo along the abdominal wall and resulting placenta growth would
however be very dangerous and potentially fatal for the host and is therefore
unlikely to be studied in humans (Winston, 2007: 1).

However, in the year 2007, the world received into its mist the first male pregnancy. He is
Thomas Beatie who lives in Arizona with his wife. He has since produced three children
namely Susan, Austin, and Jansen. According to Fiona Roberts, Mr. Beatie was first born a
female named Tracy from Lagondino, in Hawai in 1974 (Roberts, 2008: 24). At the age of
twenty, he began the idea of changing her sex to male. He started by taking testosterones
injections, giving him facial hair, a lower voice and altering his sexual organs. In 2002, he had
a mastectomy (Mastectomy is a medical operation embarked upon for the purpose of

removing a woman’s breasts) and legally became a man. His wife Oprah had a hysterectomy
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(Hysterectomy is another medical operation embarked upon for the purpose of removing a
woman’s womb) and could no longer give birth. Mr. Beatie goes through eight menstrual
periods instead of twelve per year and could only get pregnant four days out of the year. The
couple bought sperm from an anonymous donor and through artificial insemination, Mr.
Beatie continues to rear children. To show how shocked the world was, Mr. Beatie became
bankrupt as a result of prejudice from his act. The prejudice made him to lose lots of customers
of his hitherto successful T-shirts printing business, so serious that the couples had to move
from their original home in Bend, Oregon to Arizona. In March 2011, he filed for bankruptcy
and announced he was desperately looking for a job to get his family off welfare hand-outs
and pay his 5,000 dollars a month mortgage (Rothstein, 2005: 31). Matt Rice, a full male from
birth had since joined Thomas Beatie with a son named Blake (Beatie, 2008: 24).

Surrogacy- This type of procreative process involves women who need help on various
gynecological related problems. The problems could range from severe tubal pathology to
vaginal tumors, scaring of the vagina and abnormal position of the uterus, small cervical
opening and obesity. Depending on how severe the problems are, another healthy woman is
engaged to rent out her ovum, womb and time in order to produce babies for the needy couple
or single men and women who may wish to live single parent lives all through. Where the
problems are less severe and the fertility of the needy wife is intact, the eggs are extracted
through surgical operations and fertilized with the already harvested sperm of her husband
in a specially prepared glass dish. The resultant embryo is then implanted in the womb of the
volunteer. Surrogate motherhood is equally possible for outright infertile couples. The
couples rely on donated or bought embryo to be implanted. More often than not, surrogacy is

at an agreed cost though its relative value cannot be taken for granted.

Sex Selection- This idea develops from an age long desire of many parents to determine the
sex of babies in need. Biologically, both men and women possess chromosomes that must be
fused together before babies are produced. Women’s chromosomes are symbolically X while
that of men are X and Y. when male children are in need, the Y chromosomes are stimulated
to swim faster through a pro-stimulated drug and the reverse becomes the case when female

children are in serious demand.

In-Vitro Fertilization- This technique is designed to help those who are desperate to have
children especially after some sort of delay. The woman is made to swallow stimulating drugs
so that a number of eggs are produced and removed through surgical operation. The
harvested eggs are then fertilized by the husband’s extracted sperm through masturbation,
stored in a glass receptacle. The resultant embryos are later returned to the woman’s womb.
The remaining embryos may be stored for future use by the same woman in case of more

needs or failure, or may even be sold to other needy persons.
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God’s Authority in Creative Order

An important message being passed by the author of Genesis is the supreme role of God in
human affairs. Genesis 1-11 which Cline observes as the first of the main divisions of the entire
Pentateuch (Cline, 2001: 97).It is said to be an explanation of the origins of the earth and
humankind, the nature and purpose of humanity created male and female, the intrusion of
sin into God’s good creation and the character of God who is the ultimate judge of humanity
(Hill and Walton, 2000: 48).The entire nature of the bible therefore is theophanic and
anthropomorphic.

The theophanic nature begins with a phrase in Hebrew language “bereshith” and its
synonym in Greek “‘en arche ‘(Gen. 1: 1; Jn. 1: 1), to translate “in the beginning”. Since the two
phrases are not “particularized”, misunderstanding arose and made some to advance
contradictions in between Genesis 1 verses 1, 2, and 3 and Genesis chapters 1 and 2 (Wenham
and Hubbard, 2017: 12-13). This paper agrees with traditional interpretations which permit
the addition of articles describing the first act of all creation. The book of Genesis as it were is
a book of origin (geneos) of all things. It presupposes the subject of the creation in the second
Hebrew phrase “Elohimbara”. Although “Elohim” is a plural form of “gods”, an appellative
that can be used of any deity, the Hebrew generally prefers the plural form of the noun with
a singular verb to describe majestic power of God(Wenham and Hubbard, 2017: 14).And for
the fact that “Elohim” is not a personal name like Yahweh, El Shaddai, Marduk or Chemosh,
the implication is that the God in question is the sovereign creator of the whole universe and
not just Israel’s personal God. Closely related are the theophanic creation processes beginning
from the Hebrew verbs for creation to the object of creation itself. There are three forms of
Hebrew verb for creation. They are “bara, yazarandasa” (Harris and Archer Jr, 2003: 126, 396).
Bara emphasizes the initiation of the object and as used in Qal perfect here, it ascribes the
activities of creation only to God and presupposes an object through which the activities are
perfected. The root from where “Bara” is taken makes the process of creation to fall outside
the sphere of human ability while displaying the magnitude of God’s power and majesty.
“Yazar” on the other hand could be used both in theophanic and anthropomorphic sense. Its
root meaning is to form or “to fashion”. Its primary emphasis is on the shaping or forming of
the object involved and as would be seen later, this verb is not used in the account of the
original creation because the object is neither formed nor fashioned. The concept of fashioning
could be seen in Isaiah 44:9-12:

W% 2972 277 ;2Y 877 2TY2 1I2TOW YN T 0N DMIIN W 23927 ,2190 WK 2YHYHR Iwww b
TTORD FTORDM MDY SWANS 71T DR WP 2WIR 221900 DIpuTH D120 RUW 9ObR Dum) BR axyn o .ansy bw
RI7 5299732 WNOK 72997 990 PR ADT TWNADY ORY 195 0T ;RNTRY 17TRYSY 0910 101500 7127 27K M2 P o7

NP0 2O TN R RYT 5370 NN TANMY 2PT 7071 RIT P ARSI NN DWW RIT 2000002 9N 23un

“All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. Those who
would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame. Who shapes a god
and casts an idol, which can profit nothing? People who do that will be put to shame; such

craftsmen are only human beings. Let them all come together and take their stand; they will
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be brought down to terror and shame. The blacksmith takes a tool and works with it in the
coals; he shapes an idol with hammers, he forges it with the might of his arm. He gets hungry
and loses his strength; he drinks no water and grows faint.” where an idol is pictured as being
shaped by hammers and Psalms 94:20:

29079513 570 BY 215 R2nT KO - IO 1072 N1TR D10° NRwn NOD axn
“Can a corrupt throne be allied with you - a throne that brings on misery by its
decrees?”where wicked rulers use the law to devise or frame means of wickedness.1s%“Asa”
which means “make” occurs in synonymous parallelism with 98t 82“bara and yazar”. But
a number of times, it is used to describe human creative ability in the secondary sense.
Ngewadescribes the overall objective of the gospel of John as projecting Jesus as the one who
is behind the creation and who also ensures its harmonious continuity (Ngewa, 2003:10). Two
different forms of the verb to be, namely“eipu”ka” yivopou“eimi” and “ginomai” are used
to describe the concept of “arche” apida.
in John 1:1-18:

1 Ztnv apxn ftav o Adyog, kat o Adyog Ntav pe tov O, kat o Adyog Nrav Oeds.2
‘Hrav pe tov ®ed atnv agxn.3 Méow avtov éyvav ta mavia. Xweis avtév dev éyive
Timota ano avto mov éywve.d Méoa tov Mtav 1 Cwr), kat avtr) 1 Cwn NTav to Gws 0Ang
¢ avOownotntac.5 To dpwg AdumeL 0TO0 OKOTADL, KAl TO OKOTADL dev TO €xeL
VIKNOeL6 Ymnoxe évag avOowmnog mov e0TdAn anod tov ®ed Kol T0 OVOUX TOV NTav
Iwavvne.7 'HeBe wg pagrugag yia va katabéoet oxeTika pe avto 1o ¢ws, yia va
moTéPouvv 6Aol péow avtov.8 O idlog dev Ntav 1o dpwe. 1100e pOVO W HAPTLEAG GTO
$we.9 To aAnBwvé Ppwg mov divel pwg o€ OAoVG £0XOTAV OTOV KOOMO0.10 AuTtdg NTav
HETQ OTOV KOOUO, KAl TAQOAO OV 0 KOOUOG £YIVE HEOW AUTOV, 0 KOOMOG deV TOV
avayvworoe.ll 'HpBe oe avtd mov ftav dikd tov, aAA& oL dikol Tov dev TOV
0éxtnrav.12 Qotd00, o€ OAOVG 6C0VG TOV dEXTNKAV, 08 O00VG TLOTEPAV OTO OVOUK
Tov, £dwoe To dikaiwua va Yivouv madid tov Oeov - 13 matdia mov dev yevvrOnkav
amd Gpuvokn KaTaywyn, ovte ano avlowmnivn anddaon 1 OéAnua cvlvyov, aAdd
Yevvnuéva anod tov @e6.14 O Adyog £yive 0AQKA KAl KATOLKOUOE AVAUECAK LLAG.
Eidapie tn 00&a TOV, TN 00&A TOV £VOG Kat povadikov Yiov, mov nebe ano tov [atéoa,
vepatog xaon kat aAnBeia.15 (O Iwavvng édwoe pagtupia yi' avtov. Avtds dwvale,
AéyovTtag: «AuTtdg eival avTtis Y TOV 0moio pAN o, 0Tav eima: «AvTOg OV €QXETAL
META ATO EUEVA, UE EEMEQATE, EMELDT) TTAV TIOLV ATIO EUEVA».

16 Ao TV MANEOTNTA TOL OAoL AdPape xaQn ot B£0m TNG XAQLTOG MoV €xeL 10N
000¢i.17 AloTL 0 vopog d00nke péow tov Mwuon. n xaen kat n aAnBeia 1edav péow
Tov Inoov XpLotov.18 Kaveig dev eide moté tov @ed, aAda o évag kat povadikog Yiog,
mov eivau o id1og Oedg kat €xelL atevotegn oxéomn pe tov Iatépa, Tov ékave YvwaTo.

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as
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a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was
his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him. He cried
out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘"He who comes after
me has surpassed me because he was before me.””) 16 Out of his fullness we
have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one
has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

The forms here include imperfect “en” (1:1) and the aorist “egeneto” (1:3, 6 and 14). While the
former (eneimi) expresses an existence prior to the beginning in question, the latter
(enginomai)expresses the beginning of a state within a historical framework and should be
translated “came to be” or “became”.

Here John is using “en” for the being of Jesus who had existed in the past and as noted in John
1:3 through whom all things were created (of 1 Cor. 1:24;” aAA& o€ 600VG KAAeoe 0 Bedg,
Iovdaiovg kat EAANVeG, 0 XQLoToG6 1 dvvaun tov Oeov kat 1) codia Tov Oeov.” “But to
those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom

of God.” And Col. 1:16-17;

16 ALOTL 0 AVTOV dnuULOVEYNONKAV TA MAVTA: TA MEAYUATA OTOV OVEAVO KAL GT1 Y1),
00aTA KAl aogarta, eite Bgovol eite efovoieg eite agxovtes eite efovoies. OAa
TATMQAYUATA €X0VV dNULoVEYNOel péow avTov Kot yia avtov.17 Avtog eivat mowv amno
OAq, KAl OAd T MEAYHATA CUYKQATOUVTAL HETA TOV.

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him
and for him. 7. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.).

This being so, Jesus had existed before the beginning of creation for the purpose of creating
and later became flesh for the purpose of God’s continue interest in shaping human related
problems which include salvation, healings and reconciliation. The climax of God’s creative
activity is the creation of man, both male and female. Man’s creation is very unique in what
seems to be the two accounts of creation. In the first account, man seems to be product of
“creatio ex- nihilo.” (Gen.1:26-27).

0’1 D°2T2 1V2W" 1UN? 1ININT2 1InN2¥] N1°720 NR NUDI NN :D'N12R INR'1
TVIR? D'piwW .0"11¥'N 2321 AN N1°'TM 2221 NnNN2ld ,D'nwl 0'1197'¥a1
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“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So, God created mankind in his own
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”

This should not be surprising to biblical scholars because the earth that was first created was
“tohuwabohu” (7> 17x en; formless and empty) There couldn’t have been any raw material
for the production. But the uniqueness here is that the popular formula “let there be” and “it
was” is conspicuously missing just as it was in the creation of “earth and heaven”. In the
second account, however (Gen. 2:7), 751 ,2%7 NaWI 1952 751 ARTRT IDYR QIR DIYOR 7T 93N
»n a7R? 2787 “Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”

Man is said to be formed (Yazar)(axnu)from the dust of the ground with the gift of life. While
this account appears to be a fuller explanation of the first, the super naturalness of creatio ex-
nihilo is still very probable since the dust and the breath of life came through the process of
creatio ex-nihilo.

Implication of Reproductive Technology
Consequences of reproductive technology began from both the aims and methods of Plato
eugenic utopia. As earlier stated, the overall aim was to improve upon the human race by

removing deleterious elements and raising the characters and physique of human stock.

Perhaps, the best way to interpret this aim is to view God as lying about his claim that
“everything created is good” and probably blame him for the appearance of evil in the world
which eventually put a dent on the already good created order. As a Christian apologist, it is
difficult for me to accept such in view of the fact that the result of evil in the world came as a
result of man’s agitation for self-rule, even right from the Garden of Eden. In fact, all the
diseases that caused infertility or sterility were never part of the original creation. In Isaiah 45:
7 and Amos 3: 6 where different forms of Hebrew verbs for creation were used for light,
darkness and evil in reference to GOD, the idea is actually not evil in creation but a
punishment bestowed upon Israel for acts of insubordination. The choice of Cyprus, a pagan
king, for Israelites” deliverance was a final challenge to paganism and the ultimate submission
of the whole world to God’s sovereign rule. Unfortunately, however, Cyprus was quoted
(Cyprus Cylinder) to have attributed his exploits and success to Marduk, the god of Babylon.
God needed to prove his sovereignty in the creation of peace and disaster (Grogan, 2017:
1122).

Secondly, the avalanche of evil in the contemporary world is an indication that the eugenic

utopia is an unmitigated failure. Physically, politically, economically and even religiously, the
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world has not known peace ever. Highly sophisticated weaponry from technological
advancement is been used at various levels against humanity, to further dent the already bad
situation all over the world. Can we then regard technology as intrinsically good through

productions of weapons of mass destruction and destabilization?

The eugenic method as it were, is as suspect as the aim. Mating for procreation was to take
place in a prescribed place under the watchful eyes of the state security. Inferior people will
not be allowed to take part. Should they do so perhaps through the exercise of their God given
sexual urge, the resultant offspring would be murdered. Parental responsibilities towards

children were to be abolished, since the parent would not even know their children.

This could lead to incest in the future since children from the same parent could get married.
The sanctity of marriage as instituted by God allows parental autonomy and responsibilities.
Children are supposed to be born for their own sake and never for the purpose of gratifying
any one’s desire, either the state or even the parent. The expansive use of reproductive
technology means that more and more children begin life with a single parenthood or a
combination of genetic, gestational or social parents. This deprives them of the right to be
conceived, carried in the womb, brought into the world and brought up within marriage. This
is apart from encouraging social inequalities through sex selection without even taking into

consideration the commercial implications and moral debacle to religious practices.

In an interview, Ayodele Aworinde, identifies two perspective issues as the cause of Christian
interest in reproductive technology in the contemporary time. These are desperation and lack
of faith. According to him, some challenges, be it physiological, psychological or social, that
could militate against natural conception are treatable with time. As human beings however,
lack of patience usually leads to desperation. Commenting particularly on transgender
pregnancy, he said it is an act of putting God to test. God that creates man and woman with
different reproductive organs and roles knows what he is doing and for anyone to engage in
such a reproductive technology breeds discontentment. In her own contribution, Mrs Hope
Ige observes what she describes as “opium of relieve” as the major cause of interest in
reproductive technology. She opines that it is usually shameful for barren couples in African
culture. There is always pressure from within and without. To get relieve, people, Christian
inclusive, take to the root of reproductive technology which is a short cut. She however
maintains that such couples are likely to live with the dilemma of moral and financial burdens

involved for life.

Conclusion

The supremacy battle between supernaturalness and naturalness is highlighted through the
use of reproductive technology particularly in a religious society. While it might be difficult
to agree on a single definition of religion, the general consensus in all religions is the existence
of a supreme God who interferes in the affairs of man. In Christianity, this God is not only
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supreme but sovereign who acts authoritatively and unquestionably even in an atmosphere

of love, justice and mercy.

Reproductive technology is an idea from human wisdom to solve fertility related problems
and this idea is not bad in itself. It is a well- conceived medical discovery that has helped
maintain some level of marital stability even in Africa with its deep religiosity. But whenever
an operator fails to give due respect to life, unity of marriage and human procreation believes
religiously to be under the authority of God appears an affront on the religious sensibility of
Africa marital values. Its social and commercial misuse appears unethical and morally wrong.
Moreover, the historical antecedent of reproductive technology particularly the origin of
transgender pregnancy could be traced back to the animal kingdom just like the Eugenic
Utopia. There is nowhere in the bible where man is instructed to follow the examples of
animals, at least not on sensitive and important issue as procreation. If anything, man is to
dominate and rule over all other creations, animals inclusive. Therefore, taking examples from
animals in this sense leaves much more to be desired. Finally, that the reproductive
technicians could not but depend on God’s created human sperm and eggs for their
operational manipulations without adequate acknowledgement of the creator also breeds
nothing but reproductive plagiarism. It thus means that the acclaimed autonomy is a hoax
since everything is still traced back to God the author of life despite the fact that the
environment has been unfortunately corrupted by human depravity.
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